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You have decided to take the plunge and explore study abroad opportunities. 
Well done! 

Before you begin your search, here are some terms that might be helpful to 
understand.

Educational Mobility 
Studying abroad, simple! 

If interested in study opportunities, check out the 
Euroguidance website and see what is open to you!  
www.euroguidance.ie/researching-your-options

ECTS
European Credit Transfer System

The ECTS system is used in many  
European countries as a way of  
recognising learning achievements, qualifications 
and periods of learning, so it is a useful translation 
tool for learners! 

180 ECTS credits = 3 year of a full-time academic year 
(many European bachelor’s degrees award 180 ECTS)

240 ECTS credits = 4 years of a full-time academic year 
(many Irish bachelor’s degrees award 240 ECTS credits)

See - www.qhelp.qqi.ie/learners/ects-credits/ 

NFQ
The Irish National Framework for 
Qualifications is a framework through 
which all learning achievements may be 
measured in Ireland. It has 10 Levels. 

Find out more at www.QQI.ie 
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EQF

European Qualifications 
Framework

The EQF is the framework that 
links the qualifications frameworks 
of different European countries 
together. It has 8 Levels

See: www.qqi.ie
and https://europa.eu/europass/
en/european-qualifications-
framework-eqf

The relationship between the 
Irish NFQ and the EQF has been 
formally established. This means 
that your qualifications are easier 
to understand when moving from 
country to country!

The Cycle System

1st cycle/ Bachelors/ Undergraduate Degree

The first cycle leads to a qualification (in 
many countries labelled “Bachelor”) which is 
obtained after successful completion of a study 
programme with 180-240 ECTS credits. 

Programmes of the first cycle last typically three 
to four years

2nd cycle/ Masters

The second cycle leads to a qualification (in 
many countries labelled “Master”) which is 
obtained after successful completion of a study 
programme with 60-120 ECTS credits.

See - www.ehea.info/page-three-cycle-system
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Erasmus+
(also known just as ‘Erasmus’)

Erasmus+ is the EU’s flagship education and training 
programme. The new Erasmus programme (2021-
2027) has a budget- 26.2 billion (double the previous 
budget!)

There is a huge emphasis within this Erasmus+ to 
be more inclusive (more digital, and sustainable). 
Ensuring those with fewer opportunities have the 
option to participate. 

About 10 million individuals, including students, 
learners, professors, teachers, trainers, apprentices 
across sectors, are expected to participate in mobility 
activities abroad during the course of the programme. 

See: www.eurireland.ie/ and  
www.leargas.ie/erasmus-plus/

Personal statements / Letters of 
motivation
Some courses will ask for extra information from 
you in the form of one of the above. The information 
required may differ so best to clarify what they are 
looking for in advance! Your guidance counsellor can 
help you with this. You may be required to explain  
why you want to do the course, why you are suited 
to it, your future study plans and how this course will 
help you to achieve these goals etc. 

Transcripts
Evidence of previous studies! 

An academic transcript is a detailed record of your 
studies (school/ college etc). At school level, if asked 
for this, they are likely looking for your Leaving 
Certificate.

At university level, the details will confirm your course 
of study, the period of registration, the modules you 
have taken, and the number of credits and grades 
achieved.

See information provided by TCD, for example, 
here: www.tcd.ie/academicregistry/service-desk/
transcripts/

Tuition fees
What you pay to attend your chosen course in 
Ireland. Many people are eligible for the Free Fees 
Initiative, but are still required to pay a student 
contribution charge. Students may apply to SUSI (see 
below) for a grant towards their student contribution 
or tuition fees. The good news is that in some 
parts of Europe, tuition fees are low or non-existent 
(depending on your chosen course and institution) 

See: www.euroguidance.ie/researching-your-options 

Susi
The student grant application system

Relevant to those who wish to study here or in 
Europe!

Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) is Ireland’s 
national awarding authority for all further and higher 
education grants (financial support). SUSI offers 
funding to eligible students, from school leavers to 
mature students returning to education, in approved 
full time third level courses.

The ‘Maintenance Grant’ is the only funding 
available to eligible undergraduate students pursuing 
approved courses outside the Irish State (i.e. in 
Europe!) 

The fee grant is not available to students studying 
outside the State. For those studying outside the 
State please also note that the maintenance grant 
funding is available for undergraduate study only. 

See: www.susi.ie/eligibility/student-studying-outside-
the-state/

ENIC – NARIC
If you need to seek advice on travelling with your 
qualification/ ‘translating’ what your qualifications 
mean abroad, ENIC-NARIC centres ease the 
recognition of qualifications throughout Europe and 
beyond. Find out more by visiting   
www.enic-naric.net 

For information about the Irish Naric service see: 
www.enic-naric.net/ireland.aspx

 


